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TOWN EXPENDITURES. 


f 


REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN. 


Cash paid out by Town Treasurer, by order of Selectmen. 


District No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
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Paid for Schools. 
$383 44. 


146 76 
93 71 
192 12 
201 47 
126 04 
154 85 
109 90 
74 08 
74 77 
147 82 
189 87 
215 08 


$2209 91 
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Paid for Repairing Roads. 


Marshall Kimball, 
Lewis H. Hodgman, 
H. O. Preston, 
Charles P. Whitney, 
A. F. Wright 

Wm. A. Corbett, 
Seth L. Wheeler, 
Kmerson Howe, 
James E. Carr, 
Joseph A. Wheeler, 
R. H. Davis, 

James T’. Pebbles, 
Daniel Farwell, 
Charles Wheeler, 

K. M. Robinson, 
Almond A. Hill, 

W. E. Maxwell, 

A. C. Wheeler, 

L. W. Hastings, 
Reuben Taylor, 
Aaron 8. Bucknam, 
William G. Emery, 
John B. Emery, 

F, W. Preston, 
Edward Wilson, 
James L. Chandler, 
P. W. Manley, 
Charles R. Fletcher, 
Kli Foster, 


Paid 


Marshall Kimball, 
Wm. EK. Maxwell, 
L. F. Partridge, 
Charles P. Whitney, 


for Breaking 


$25 50 

3 60 
68 15 
15 00 


20 63 
10 20—849 99 


Roads. 


7 80 
2 OO 
8 20 
25 00 


Samuel Davis, 
George H. Ramsdell, 
Ezra Peavey, 

Isaac B. Foskett, 

J. N. Wilkinson, 

IF, W. Preston, 

Rh. A. Wright, 
Kzekiel Nutting, 
Charles H. Pratt, 
Kmerson Howe, 
James EH. Carr, 

K. M. Robinson, 

kh. H. Davis, 

James T. Pebbles, 
William T, Bucknam, 
Jas. G. Lawrence, 
Wm. D. Locke, 
Walter E. Maxwell, 
George W. Wheeler, ‘2d, 
Aaron 8. Bucknam, 
Luther J. Phelps, ‘* 
William Wheeler, 

8. F. Blanchard, 

S. W. Mansfield, 
Edward Wilson, 
Isaac B. Heywood, 
H. O. Preston, 

J. Otis Wheeler, 

Joel B. Hildreth, 


Town Officers. 


H. O. Preston, 


Charles Wheeler, } Selectmen, 


Kli Foster, 


C. A. Whitney, Zown Clerk, 
F. W. Preston, Zown Treasurer, 


Police Officers, 


co 


10 90—664 09 


71 70 
57 50 
52 50 


30 00 
30 00 
32 50—279 20 


as 


Colleetion of Taxes. 


Emerson Howe, $100 00 
Miscellaneous Expenses. 
Paupers, 1323 63 
Fire Department, | 692 42 
Fall Valuation, ' 131 80 
Printing and Stationery, 60 80 
Sheep Killing, 56 00 
Ministerial Fund Interest, 78 93 
Damages, 54 O00 
Perambulating Town Lines, 39 00. 
Abatement of Taxes, 39 53 
Decoration Day Aid, 50 00 
Counsel Fees, 25 OO 
Miscellaneous, 68 69—$2629 80 © 
Summary. 
Total amount of orders drawn on Treasurer, $6732 99 
For Schools, 2209 91 
Repairing Roads, ¢ 849 99 
Breaking Roads, 664 O09 
Town Officers, 279 20 
Collection of Taxes, 100 OO 
Miscellaneous, 2629 80—$6732 99 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 
H. 0. PRESTON, 


CHARLES WHEELER, 


ELI FOSTER,. 
New Ipswich, N. H., Feb. 19, 1876. 


of 


Selectmen 
New Lpswich. 
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OVERSEERS OF THE POOR. 


There are now supported wholly or in part the following 
persons : 


James Fletcher, Susan Maxwell, 
-Emery Carr, | Mrs. Warren Walton, 


Joseph Davis, Three children of Mrs. Geo. Cushing. 


The total amount paid out on Pauper Account, 


during the past year, was $1323 63 
Received. from County, 138 42 

Rent of Carr farm, 40 00— 178 42 

Showing the nett cost for the year, $1145 21 

H. O. PRESTON, } Overseers 


CHARLES WHEELER, + of the 
ELI FOSTER, j Poor. 


New Ipswich, N. H., Feb. 19, 1876. 


6 
TOWN TREASURER, 
In account with the Town of New Ipswich. 


Received, Ds 
Balance from last year, 2777 O4 
Cash from County Paupers, 138 42 
Rent from Carr Farm, 40 00 
State Savings Bank Tax, 1055 39 
Kail Road: Tax, 3 60 
‘““ Tnsurance Tax, 3 75 
‘Literary Fund, 124 27 
Interest from Savings Bank, 25 00 
Collector for 1874, 1500 00 
ie eh ilbee fay: 6834 79—$12502 26 
Paid, Cr. 
State Tax, 1716 00 
County Tax, 883 76 
School orders, 2209 91 
Town orders, 4523 08 
Auditors, &c., 13 50 
Balance on hand, | 3156 01—$12502 26 
State of the Town. 
ASSETS. 
Cash on hand, $3156 O1 
Carr Farm, 500 00 
Due from Collector for 1874, 
besides interest, sae 
Due from Collector, 1875, 1000 O0O— $5586 48 


LIABILITIES. 
None except the School and Ministeral Funds. 


FRANK W. PRESTON, 
| Treasurer. 


New Ipswich, Feb. 19, 1876. 


7 
Auditors’ Report. 


The Auditors appointed by the Town to settle with the 
Selectmen and Town Treasurer, report as follows: 


We find the Treasurer’s Account correctly cast and prop- 
erly vouched. The Expenses of the Town the past year © 
have been as follows : 


State Tax, $1716 00 
County Tax, 7 883 76 
Paupers, 1323 63 
Breaking of Roads, 664 09 
Repairing of Roads, 840 98 
Fall Valuation, 131 80 
Fire Department, 692 42 
Town Officers, 246 70 
Peramulating Town Lines, . 39 00 
Schools, 2209 91 
Collection and Abatement of Taxes, 189 53 
Printing and Stationery, 60 80 
Damages, 7 54 00 
Sheep-killing, 66 00 
Miscellaneous, 68 69 
Ministerial Fund, | 78 93 
Counsel Fees, 25 00 
Police, : 32 50 
Decorations, 50 00 
Auditors and Incidentals, 13 50—$9346 25 
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Financial Condition of the Town. 


The Town has in its hands, the Ministerial and School 
Funds, amounting to $2,667.30, on which they pay interest 


annually. 
The assets of the Town are as follows: 


The Carr Farm, valued at $500 00 
Cash due from Coll. of 1874, besides int. 930 47 
(z4 (73 ce v¢ ce 1875, 1000 OO 
‘on hand, 3156 O1 


$5586 48 


We recommend that the Town raise the sum of three 
thousand dollars, ($3,000.00) for the incidental expenses 


the current year. 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 
WILLIAM A. PRESTON, | 


WILLIAM W. JOHNSON, ae 


JOHN P. CLARK, 
New Ipswich, N. H., Feb. 19, 1876. 


ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


Super teydlent of Se s chools, 
eer PO WICH, NH: 


Por the Year 1875-6. 


REPORT, 


FELLOW CITIZENS: 


There is nothing of marked interest in 
our Schools to report for the past year, but it has been a 
year of general prosperity. 

Twenty-one Teachers have been employed in the twelve 
districts reported ; No. 9 being in the care of Rindge. Most 
of them appear to have done about as well as they could. 
Four of them had never taught before; and several others 
had had but little experience, making more than half that 
lacked that prime qualification most essential to success in 
teaching. No one learns to do anything well, except by 
doing it. ‘This is especially true of teaching; so that many 
of our schools have labored under the disadvantage of inex- 
‘perienced teachers. This is said not to the disparagement 
of those who have just begun to teach. It is no sin to have 
no experience. But itis a disadvantage toa school to be 
obliged to be used to give a teacher experience. 

Only two young men have been employed as teachers. My 
judgment, after a good many years of observation is, that ~ 
women succeed better than men, as teachers. Whatever 
other sphere may or may not be assigned to woman, | am 
satisfied that the public school-house is her legitimate do- 
main; unless exception be made of a few of the highest pla- 
ces at the head ef large High-schools. And I am not cer- 
tain but in those places, woman would surpass man. 

It,is hardly necessary to go over each teacher in detail. 
They may be divided into two classes, as has been already 
suggested—those having experience, and those trying to gain 
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it. There have been employed a number of women of con- 
siderable experience, most of whom have succeeded well— 
some remarkably well. Others, of rare qualifications have 
“not seemed to succeed quite so well. Perhaps some have 
thought to rest upon laurels previously won, and have not 
put forth their best efforts. Among the most successful have 
been those who have attended the Normal School. 

Among the beginners and those of limited experience, 
there has been commendable effort to succeed, and most have 
done as well as could have been expected, under the circum- 
stances. Some among these have shown native qualities of 
rare power, which, if properly developed, would set them in 
the front rank of teachers. In one or two instances there 
has been lack of success through erroneous theories. But 
on the whole there has been as fair a degree of success as 
among an equal number of young people starting in any 
other pursuit. 

I wish to speak of some things in which I think the schools 
might be improved. 


CHANGE OF TEACHERS. 


In only two schools have the same teachers been employed 
the whole year. And in only four others has the same teach- 
er been employed two consecutive terms. Such constant 
change is unwholesome. It takes time for teacher and pu- 
pils to become acquainted, and strangers never work as well 
together as those who are well acquainted with each other, 
least of all in the school-room. I have noted some changes 
in teachers that were very undesirable. 


LENGTH OF TERMS. 


There have been seventeen terms of eight weeks, three of 
seven, and eleven of ten, eleven or twelve weeks. My judg- 
ment is very positively against terms of less than ten weeks, 
and I should prefer twelve. It always requires from ohe to 
two weeks for a child to get well settled into good habits of 


baad 


®) 


study, while almost invariably the first day or two of the 
term accomplishes nothing in the way of study. And chil- 
dren of ordinary vigor do not become seriously wearied with 
twelve weeks study and only five days ina week. Twenty 
or twenty-four weeks are better in two. terms than in one. 


TEACHING A PROFESSION. 


If any department of human labor requires professional 
training, it is teaching. No labor is so difficult, none so 
important and far-reaching, and none so full of peculiarties. 
The teacher fashions a mind for time and for eternity, We 
know that it requires great skill to make a cotton mill, or a 
plano, or asewing-machine, or even a good plow. How much 
more skill is required to form that which creates and operates 
the cotton mill, the piano, the sewing-machine, or the plow. 
What very poor policy, therefore, to set one to train a soul 
who hardly knows what a soul is, what are its powers, or its 
destinies, or perhaps does not believe there is a soul. 

My opinion is very firm that teachers, and especially pri- 
mary teachers, ought to have the best Normal training. I 
put emphasis on primary teachers. The beginning of human 
training is the most important part of it. 


““Just as the twig is bent, the tree’s inclined.” 


The hand that gives the twig an eternal bent needs to be 
euided by the highest possible culture, skill and wisdom. 
No one who handles human minds has any right to forget 
for one moment that he is handling eternal powers. Care- 
less, unskillful handling may produce kinks and snarls in the 
thread of life that eternity will be too short to straiten out. 

Perhaps it will be asked how these young people, strug- 
_gling for an education to fit them for usefulness, now accus- 
tomed to eke out a narrow stipend by the hard service of 
teaching, are to get on if they may not teach until they have 
had thorough professional training? No man shall go be- 
fore me in sympathy for that noble class of youth. I know 


6 
the way they travel. I have trodden that path, every step 
of it. But as Superintendent of Schools, it belongs to me to 
look out for the minds of the children in the Schools, not for 
the empty pockets of the teachers. Is it right that ten, 
twenty, or forty children be asked to suffer loss from incom- 
petent teaching—a loss irreparable in time or in eternity, 
merely that one aspiring fellow mortal may make temporal 
gain out of their loss? It would in the end be a great gain 
to teachers and pupils alike if teaching could be made in the 
best and most thorough, sense a profession, and all our teach- 
ers were required to pass through a full Normal course. 
fl , ‘ 
CONSOLIDATION. 

Another very grievous evil of our schools is their small num- 
ber of pupils. Seven terms are reported wherein the whole 
number of scholars enrolled was ten or less; and thirteen in 
which the average attendance was ten or less. Only two of 
the twelve districts report over thirty scholars, and only one. 
an average attendance over thirty; and only three an aver- 
age attendance of over twenty. Now in schools, as in every 
thing else, it requires numbers to create enthusiasm. Twen- 
ty is quite small enough for a good school. Thirty is a bet- 
ter number than fifteen. Forty is better than ten. A few 
little children in a way-side school-house, feel lonesome. 
Out of doors, they are shy, like a brood of young partridges. 
There are not enough of them to make a good decent noise, 
in doors or out. Least of all is there enough to awaken any 
real earnestness and energy in study. Hverything is dull, 
slow, stupid. A well-qualified teacher finds no room and 
scope for her powers on such a limited number. Every way 
it is better for teacher and pupils alike, that a school have 
at least twenty in it. | 

Now, what is to be done? I see only three possible things. 
Hither we.must have more children, or bring what we have 
together more, or else we must consent to go on in this 
sleepy, inefficient way. I see no reasonable prospect that 
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the number of children is to be largely increased. So we 
are shut up to the alternative of consolidation or inefficiency. 

Of course I do not advocate consolidation to the exclusion 
of children from school. If children cannot be taught, it is 
better that things remain as they are, or that more ample 
provision be made for schools. Ignorance and vice, which 
are pretty certain to be closely wedded, are the.most costly, 
as well as the meanest things the Commonwealth can indulge 
in. But I think provision might be made so that some small 
schools might be absorbed into larger ones, or several small 
ones combined, to the advantage of all. 

I might say something of text-books, if I thought it would 
do any good. But it sometimes seems as if the more the 
theme were discussed the more the evil grew. If any 
change is to be made in Geographies, I am fully prepared to 
commend Swinton’s as the best I know. I also have a very 
favorable impression of his series of Language lessons; but 
am not prepared to give them such unqualified approval as 
to his Geographies. 

I find not more than half the Registers containany ‘Roll 
of Honor” of the pupils. It seems undesirable to publish a 
partial roll. 

B. N. SEYMOUR, 
: Superintendent of Schools. 
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